
It is with great pleasure that the BSI Trust announces 
the addition of two new board members – Dana 
Cameron and Michael Kean.  

Dana Cameron (“The Giant 
Rat of Sumatra,” 2016) is a 
successful author (http://www.
danacameron.com/) who has 
won Anthony, Macavity, and 
Agatha Awards.  The Board 
has been discussing ways 
of obtaining portrait style 

photos of each living BSI. These would be helpful 
in several ways, including on the Trust website, and 
in developing keys to the BSI Dinner photos. Too 
many BSI have passed beyond the Reichenbach, 
and newer members have no knowledge of what 
they looked like. It is time that the BSI devised a 
means of enabling them and future historians to be 
able to put a face to the name. Dana has agreed to 
take ownership of this initiative. She will organize 
a way of taking individual photos of BSI members 
or having members submit their own photos. There 
may be a photo-taking event at next year’s BSI 
weekend. Dana will coordinate with Ben and Sue 
Vizoskie, who are currently going through the BSI 
photo files, identifying people and events.  

Michael Kean (“General Charles 
Gordon,” 1979) received the BSI’s 
Two Shilling Award in 2013. He is 
a Master Copper-Beech-Smith in 
the Sons of the Copper Beeches, 
and served as Headmaster Sinister 
of Philadelphia’s second scion, The 
Master’s Class, until he moved to 

Chicago in 1981. In the “windy city,” he became a 

member of Hugo’s Companions and The Hounds 
of the Baskerville (sic). Upon relocating to the West 
Coast, he joined the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of 
San Francisco and was invited to become a member 
of the Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea. He 
currently serves as the BSI Press’ acquisitions editor 
and co-publisher (along with John Bergquist).  At 
the 2016 BSI Dinner, Mike Whelan announced that 
Michael Kean will now serve the BSI Trust in the 
office of “Cartwright.” While Michael’s role on the 
board will be “without portfolio,” his new role as 
Cartwright requires that he be fully familiar with 
the BSI’s archives’ oversight and have a voice in our 
deliberations.  

Both Michael and Dana, like so many other BSI, are 
bright, accomplished, witty, and talented individuals. 
They have a lot to offer the Trust and will make 
wonderful board members as we move into the 
future.

The board is proud 
to have both Dana 
and Michael as 
members and thanks 
them both for 
agreeing to assist the 
Trust in maintaining 
our historical record. 
You can learn more 
about the BSI Trust’s 
other trustees at 
http://www.bsitrust.
org/2015/01/trustees.
html.
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Becoming Dr. Watson
By ROBERT S. KATZ, MD, BSI

For many years, this story remained untold and quite 
secret. But with the passage of time, it has become 
reasonable for me to discuss the origins of The John 
H. Watson, MD Fund. Since only two of us in the 
BSI were involved, no records were kept, and one of 
those two has passed on, it seems right that I tell the 
story while the memory is still green for me.

Tom Stix became the Wiggins of the Baker Street 
Irregulars in early 1986. He and I had become good 
friends through our mutual membership in The Sons 
of the Copper Beeches of Philadelphia. The following 
year, I moved from Baltimore to enter private 
practice in Morristown, NJ.

As was usual with Tom, I was totally unprepared for 
his telephone call one evening in late 1987. “I need 
you to do something for the BSI that will remain 
totally secret and for which you will get no public 
credit.” Needless to say, I first asked Tom if what 
he was asking was legal. He grumbled that I had 
asked a stupid question and then explained what he 
wanted.

Tom’s brusque manner was a smokescreen for his 
intense personal generosity and genuine concern for 
the welfare of other Irregulars. He explained to me 
that he was worried that the cost of attendance at the 
BSI Weekend had risen to more than some people 
could afford. Tom wanted participation in the BSI to 
be independent of the size of one’s purse.

What Tom wanted to develop was a mechanism 
for providing support to Sherlockians, BSI or 
otherwise, to travel to New York in January. His 
overriding concept, however, was confidentiality. To 
preserve the dignity of the recipients, Tom did not 
want anyone to know who was receiving financial 
assistance. He also wanted the donors to remain 
confidential, so the recipients would be unaware 
of the identity of their benefactors. The program 
would be called The John H. Watson, MD Fund and 
it would be administered by someone who would 
be known only as Dr. Watson and whose identity 
would be known only to Tom.

I asked Tom why he had chosen me. With the 
pragmatism that was typical of Tom, he said he had 
picked me for two reasons. First, he thought that as 

a physician, I could handle confidentiality. Second, 
he knew that my practice had become successful. 
I would be handling monies without audit or 
oversight. So Tom decided that I was earning enough 
money on my own that I would not be tempted to 
embezzle any of it. He was right on both counts.

We then worked together on the details. Tom opened 
a bank account in the name of John H. Watson, MD, 
and checks with that name appeared at my home. 
We decided that any correspondence, donations, 
and requests for support would be addressed to 
Dr. Watson, c/o Tom Stix, and sent to Tom’s home 
in Norwood, NJ. Tom would send these letters, 
unopened, to me. Once the Fund was announced, it 
immediately received substantial support from our 
membership. Requests for grants began to arrive as 
January approached.

Dealing with the requests posed an unexpected 
problem. In those days, mail was postmarked at 
the local post office. Any letter I sent would be 
marked Morristown, NJ. That would have ended 
the secrecy of my identity. So letters had to be 
sent from elsewhere. If time permitted, I mailed 
them from New York City, whose size guaranteed 
anonymity, or any out-of- town location I happened 
to be visiting. Sometimes I would send Tom a bunch 
of letters in a sealed envelope and Tom would pass 
it along to one of his sons who was traveling on 
business. As a result, letters arrived postmarked Las 
Vegas, Florida, and who knows where else!

The second problem required an even more 
Sherlockian solution. In those days, we all 
used typewriters. I did all of my Sherlockian 
correspondence and writing on the same Olympia 
typewriter that I had taken to college. It had a 
distinctive typeface. I realized that someone might 
have a letter from Bob Katz on the same desk as 
a letter from Dr. Watson. The type would be a 
giveaway. Off I went to a second-hand store and 
found a beat-up Remington typewriter, probably 
from the late 1930s. It worked, but the keys 
responded erratically to the touch and some of the 
letters were not completely legible. It did, however, 
serve its purpose. 

I would receive letters requesting support. 
Sometimes the petitioners were specific about the 
amount needed. Other times, I had to ask them 
how much would be helpful. This might require 

continued on page three
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continued from page two

some speed as I needed to send a reply and wait to 
receive the response. I made use of overnight mailing 
services, but had to travel to Manhattan to send the 
envelope. I would ask them to respond by overnight 
mail as well, sent to Tom. He would then rush these 
on to me. It was frequently a close-run thing, but we 
always seemed to get it done.

In some cases, transportation and hotel costs needed 
to be covered. In others, the cost of the BSI Dinner or 
some of the other events was all that was necessary. 
In the early days of the Fund, we were sometimes 
unable to provide the total amount requested. There 
was often some back and forth, but nearly everyone 
was enabled to participate in the weekend. As the 
years went by, the Fund became more substantial and 
nearly every request was met. 
 
The Fund had two other duties. Every donor received 
a thank-you card from Dr. Watson, updated annually. 
In addition, Dr. Watson prepared a letter to the 
Irregulars, which Tom would read at the annual 
dinner. Because the type was not always all that 
clear, Tom sometimes misread a word. One year, 
Dr. Watson thanked everyone for keeping green the 
memory of the Master. Perhaps due to the erratic 
print, Tom read “memory” as “member”, which 
instantly became BSI legend. 

To this day, I am unaware that anyone figured out my 
identity. Preserving the secret took a lot of work, but 
this protected the privacy of our recipients. I served 
as Dr. Watson throughout Tom’s tenure as Wiggins. 
When he stepped down, Tom divulged my identity 
to Mike Whelan, our new Wiggins, and we worked 
effectively together until 1998. At that time, my wife 
passed away and I needed to spend much more time 
on family matters. I was sorry to relinquish the job, 
but it was time. I turned the treasury over to Mike 
and he appointed someone else as Dr. Watson. I have 
no idea who replaced me, and no information as to 
the identity of the current Dr. Watson. And that’s how 
it should be.

But I have no doubt that in the nearly 30 years since 
it was established, The Watson Fund, as we refer to 
it, has provided thousands of dollars of assistance to 
Irregulars and other Sherlockians. We are enriched 
by the presence of many who would not otherwise be 
able to be part of our annual gathering.

Perhaps most important, however, is the premise of 
the Fund. By maintaining such utter confidentiality, 

Tom protected the dignity of the recipients. No one at 
the New York festivities knows who receives support 
from The Watson Fund unless they chose to divulge 
it themselves. I knew and interacted with many of the 
recipients, and none of them knew I had handled the 
transactions. 

I am humbled to have been allowed to serve in this 
capacity for a decade. And what fun it was for me, as 
a practicing physician and Baker Street Irregular, to 
actually have become Dr. Watson.

Tom Stix often said that The John H. Watson, MD 
Fund was one of his proudest accomplishments as 
Wiggins. It remains to this day a tribute to Tom’s 
vision and humanity. Long may it continue to benefit 
The Baker Street Irregulars.

September at Chautauqua

From September 9-12th, the Baker Street Irregulars 
will be sponsoring “The Mind and Art of Sherlock 
Holmes”, an event-filled conference, to be held at 
the historic Chautauqua Institute, in western New 
York. The gathering will feature a full lineup of 
noted speakers and panel discussions, including a 
presentation by the BSI Trust. In addition, there will 
be showings of three Eillie Norwood films never 
before seen in the United States and a gala showing 
of William Gillette’s previously long-lost “Sherlock 
Holmes” in a magnificent theater setting. All films 
will be introduced by prominent film historian 
Russell Merritt and feature live piano music by the 
virtuoso silent film accompanist Philip Carli. There 
will also be tours of the facility, a paddleboat cruise 
on beautiful Lake Chautauqua, a wine tasting, visits 
to local homes, and ample time for socializing with 
friends. The package includes all meals and events, 
with rooming options of varying prices. Registrations 
are coming in quickly and a sellout is anticipated. 
So go to www.bakerstreetjournal.com and click on 
the link highlighted in red. This will be a fun and 
fascinating event....don’t miss it!

http://www.bakerstreetjournal.com
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From the Chair
By Andy Solberg, BSI
“Ah, here is Simpson to report.”

Sherlock Holmes in “The Adventure of the Crooked Man”
 
So much to report!

First, I want to extend a hearty 
welcome to the newest board 
members of the BSI Trust – 
Dana Cameron and Michael 
Kean.  As pointed out in the 
lead article, Dana is an award-

winning mystery author. Mike Kean has been a friend for 
th-um, many years. I am proud to have Mike and Dana join 
the Board, and I look forward to their input and assistance.

Since the last newsletter, the Houghton Library has 
digitized another 156 items from the BSI Trust Archive. 
As a result, we now have approximately 1,500 images 
reflecting the history of the BSI. These include scrapbooks 
of hundreds of photographs put together by Dorothy Stix. 
The most recent of these pictures are from the 2004 BSI 
Weekend. 

These 156 photos are not in the usual catalog, but at are at: 
http://via.lib.harvard.edu/via/deliver/advancedsearch?_

collection=via.  Then 
search for Baker Street 
Irregulars. I want to thank 
Ben and Sue Vizoskie, 
who have been going 
through the Trust’s photos,  
identifying people and 
events, and sending them 
to The Houghton.

Remember, you can find 
more photos by going to 
the Houghton BSI Finding 
Aid at: http://oasis.lib.

harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/deepLink?_collection=oasis&u
niqueId=hou02178. The Fall, 2015 issue of this newsletter 
(available at http://www.bsitrust.org/search/label/News) 
includes more instructions on viewing the digital images 
that are in the Finding Aid.

But that’s not all. The BSI Trust Board has authorized the 
digitization of 2,000 more items this coming year. AND 
it has authorized the cataloging of all the material that 
has previously been sent to the Houghton Library. Upon 
completion, it should effectively double the amount of 
cataloged material in the collection.

Meanwhile, the Trust’s own website (www.bsitrust.
org) continues to grow. Each week, we have been adding 
another BSI Dinner page, starting, of course, with 1934 

and working forward. We recently posted the webpage for 
1991, the wonderful year when Tom Stix opened the BSI up 
to women. We are taking advantage of what recordings we 
have, and, on the 1991 Dinner page, we have Tom’s moving 
investiture of women at the BSI Cocktail Party. But there 
are other recordings on the Trust site. On the 1984 Dinner 
page, you can hear famed science fiction author Isaac 
Asimov tell a hilarious story about his recent triple bypass 
surgery and his thoughts about dying, and then sing a song 
about Sherlock Holmes.  

Elsewhere on the website, you will find Oral History 
Project interviews to which you can listen. Interviews 
of Russell Merritt, Bob Thomalen, and Peter Blau are all 
available for your listening pleasure. We will soon be 
adding Nicholas Utechin’s insightful interview with the 
wonderful actor Douglas Wilmer, who recently passed 
beyond the Reichenbach. These interviews are not only 
entertaining, they also give texture to the history of the 
BSI and the greater Sherlockian community. (As I like to 
say, the history of the BSI is the history of the Sherlockian 
community, since prior to Chris Morley’s founding of the 
BSI, there was no such community.) 

The Trust’s fundraising campaign is going strong. To date, 
we have received more than 100 donations from BSI and 
non-BSI recipients of this newsletter. I thank you all (and 
my acknowledgment letters or emails to each of you are 
heartfelt). We have also received some large donations from 
the BSI itself, Glen Miranker, and others. If you have not 
yet donated this year, please do so. You can send a check in 
with the donation coupon found on page five, or you can 
donate online at the Trust website.  (http://www.bsitrust.
org/2015/01/donations.html)  

Furthermore, because most donors want their donations 
to be used for cataloging and digitization, the Trust Board 
has established an endowment for Houghton-related 
activities. You can choose whether your donation goes 
to the endowment or to the general fund. If you don’t 
specify, it will go into the endowment. We want to continue 
our initiatives of cataloging and digitizing material at 
regular intervals, holding more programs, producing this 
newsletter, and otherwise keeping green the memory of 
the Master and his devotees. Remember, this is a five-year 
campaign. If you can, please pledge a generous amount 
each year so that we can reach our goal and assure that the 
Trust has sufficient resources for its future activities.  

As the “Added to the Archive” section demonstrates, 
you have been continuing to send your BSI-related 
correspondence, photos, and other memorabilia to the 
Trust. Please keep it coming. It is only through your 
donations that we can provide those who will come with 
the full texture of our Irregular history. And please don’t 
forget that today’s correspondence, emails, etc. will be 
tomorrow’s historical record. To that end, we are not only 
seeking old items, but contemporary ones as well.

continued on page five

http://via.lib.harvard.edu/via/deliver/advancedsearch?_collection=via
http://oasis.lib.harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/deepLink?_collection=oasis&uniqueId=hou02178
http://oasis.lib.harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/deepLink?_collection=oasis&uniqueId=hou02178
http://www.bsitrust.org/search/label/News
http://www.bsitrust.org/2015/01/donations.html
http://www.bsitrust.org
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continued from page four

And, once again, as Don Izban so articulately wrote 
in the Spring, 2014 Newsletter, please reach out to 
the families of BSI members who pass beyond the 
Reichenbach, encouraging them to send us the departed’s  
correspondence, photos, and memorabilia. I know that it 
can be difficult, but these items generally mean much more 
to Sherlockians and researchers than they do to the family. 
As a result, they are all too often just thrown out. If there 
is some way that the Trust can assist in these often delicate 

situations, please email me. 
On a final note, after serving as editor of this newsletter 
since 2010, Mike Berdan has decided to step down. I want 
to publicly thank Mike for lending his time, energy, skill, 
and dedication to the Trust. Mike has done a wonderful 
job, and we will miss him.  None of us gets paid for our 
volunteerism, and Mike’s efforts are greatly appreciated 
by the entire Board. In fact, at its spring meeting, the Board 
unanimously passed a resolution thanking Mike for his 
work as editor. I, personally, cannot adequately express 
my appreciation for the job he has done and how much I 
have enjoyed working with him. At the January BSI Trust 
board meeting, Mike Whelan gave Mike Berdan a “Tip of 
the Deerstalker” Award. It was well deserved. Mike, it has 
been a pleasure working with you, and your success can 
be judged by the quality of the newsletter. I will personally 
miss working with you. Thanks for all you’ve done.

The Trust will continue on all fronts, cataloging more 
material, digitizing more, adding to the BSI Trust website, 
making Oral History Project interviews available to the 
Sherlockian community, holding educational programs, 
and doing things we haven’t thought of yet. A heartfelt 
thank you to you all. 

 
Thank you for donating to The BSI Trust!

Thank you for your support of The Baker Street Irregulars Trust. Every dollar helps to collect, maintain, and 
disseminate our Irregular history. By making a tax-deductible contribution, you can help ensure that BSI history 
will be available to historians, researchers, and the Sherlockian community. Please donate now by filling out the 
form below and mailing it to:

Leslie S. Klinger, BSI. c/o Kopple & Klinger LLP, 10866 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1500, Los Angeles, CA 90024-4357 

USA.  You may also donate via The BSI Trust website at: www.bsitrust.org

Please select your gift amount
$25    $50    $100    $250    $500    $1,000  

Other (Please enter amount.)

Donation frequency (for those pledging to give this amount for more than one year): 

One Time   2 Years       3 Years           4 Years             5 Years 

Trust/Houghton Endowment    General Fund 

Donation enclosed:    Please bill me: 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________  State: ____________  Postal Code: ____________________

Country: _______________________ Email Address: ____________________________________________________

All contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

http://www.bsitrust.org
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You received this copy of For the Sake of the Trust: The Baker 
Street Irregulars Trust Newsletter because you have been on 
the mailing list of The Baker Street Journal or are a member 
of the Baker Street Irregulars. If you are not interested 
in receiving further issues, or have any comments or 
suggestions, please contact:

Marshall S. Berdan, Editor
2015 Main Street

Glastonbury, CT 06033

Or send an e-mail to:
editor@bsitrust.org

You can access links, current 
events, and back issues of the 
newsletter any time at our 
website: www.bsitrust.org

Gordon P. Adelman    
Michael Ainslie    
Stephan Almaseanu    
Marino Alvarez    
Anonymous        
Kiyoshi Arai    
John Baesch    
The Baker Street Irregulars        
Phil Bergem    
John Bergquist    
Henry Boote    
Mattias Bostrom    
Paul Brundage,  
  in memory of Ed Merrill, BSI
Jan Burke    
Juliane Burke    
Susan R. Capell    
Bob Coghill    
William H. Conway    
Joseph Coppola    
Philip Cunningham    
Michael Dirda    
Denny Dobry    
Bill Dorn    
Steven Doyle    
Terence Faherty    
Francis Ferry    
Sonia Fetherston    
Wayne Forester    
Tom Francis    
T. Michelle Fromkin    
Andrew Fusco    
John Genova    
Ralph Hall    
Jeffory Hart    
Dave M. Hershey    
Evelyn Herzog    
David Houle    
Terry & Linda Hunt    
William Hyder    
Don Izban    
G.L. Jeffrey    
Rolf Johnson    
Robert Katz    
Michael Kean    
Richard & Francine Kitts    
Leslie Klinger    
John Knud-Hanson    
Lou & Candace Lewis    
Andrew Malec    
Steve Mason    
Bill Mason    
Don McDonough    

Peter McIntyre    
Marilynne McKay    
Ken McQuage    
Frank Mentzel    
Russell Merritt    
Charles Meyer    
Glen Miranker    
The Anthony Montag  
  Foundation    
Sarah Montague    
Scott Monty    
Jacquelynn Morris    
Robert Moss    
Chris Music    
Hartley Nathan    
Lewis Neisner    
Donald Novorsky    
Jim O’Brien    
Richard Olken    
Bruce Parker    
Jennie Paton    
Andrew Peck    
Otto Penzler    
John Pforr    
Marsha Pollak    
Daniel Polvere    
Susan Rice    
Dana Richards    
Scott Bond & Sherry  
  Rose-Bond    
Constantine Rossakis    
Steven Rothman    
Greg Ruby    
Franklin Saksena    
Gianluca Salvatori    
James B. Saunders    
Joseph Scott Savage    
Gerald Schnabel    
Maggie Schpak    
Paul Singleton    
Andrew Solberg    
Gordon Speck    
Robert Stek    
Regina Stinson    
Randall Stock    
Richard Sveum    
Hirotaka Ueda    
Maria Veiga-Hayzen    
Ben & Sue Vizoskie    
William Walsh    
Mike & Mary Ann  
  Whelan    
Burt Wolder 

Gifts to the Treasury
The following list of highly valued donors to The Baker 
Street Irregulars Trust covers the period from April of 2015 
through March of 2016. The BSI Trust is deeply grateful to 
all Irregulars and friends whose names appear below for 
their generous and frequently long-standing support. 

The Cardinal Points
By Marshall S. Berdan

“Who shall have it? He who will come.”

As revealed by Andy in his “From the Chair” column, 
this will be my last hurrah as editor of the BSI Trust 
Newsletter. Now that my children are in high school, 
I have significantly less disposable time overall, and 
what time I do have has to be dispensed in more 
predictable allotments. I also cannot help but feel that 
this brave new world of digital technology requires 
an editor who is not functionally and philosophically 
mired in the print era. 

But before I go, I would like to thank a number of 
people without whom my five-year, 11-issue tenure 
would not have been anywhere near as successful as 
Andy so kindly asserts. First is my predecessor, Julie 
McKuras, who bequeathed me a fully-fledged structure 
and style. Next are my two chairs, Tom Francis and 
Andy Solberg, who – separately but equally – guided 
and assisted me as the newsletter grew and hopefully, 
strengthened. Just as important, they were both 
there pushing and pulling when we occasionally ran 
aground. And there are others: John Bergquist and Kate 
Karlson, my two proofreaders; Paul Singleton and Les 
Klinger, my two collection agents; Randall Stock, my 
counterpart at the BSI Trust website; Christine Francis, 
my first (volunteered by her father) formatter and 
designer; and the entire production team at Minuteman 
Press, which has routinely shaped and molded the 
text I have sent them into attractive, publishable 
shape. Last, but not the least bit least, I would like to 
thank all my contributors – volunteered or otherwise - 
without whom this would have been a very middling 
publication indeed.  

And with that, I take my leave, wishing both the BSI 
Trust and my still-yet-to-be-named successor nothing 
but the best.  

http://www.bsitrust.org
mailto:editor@bsitrust.org
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Added to the Archive
The following material donations have been received since 
the publication of the Fall, 2015 newsletter. 

• From Catherine Cooke, a file folder of notes and annotations 
from her editorial work on the Museum of London’s catalog 
of its Sherlock Holmes Exhibition.

• From Ross Davies, the original copyright certificates from 
the Library of Congress Copyright Office sent to Julian 
Wolff (in the 
original Library 
of Congress 
envelope) for 
the five maps he 
created to illustrate 
Baker Street and 
Beyond and the 
acknowledgment 
from The New 
York Public 
Library for Julian’s 
subsequent 
donation of the 
originals to their 
library. (See right).

• From Ralph Earle, 
II, carbon of an 
Oct. 9, 1975 letter 
from Ralph to 
H.W. Starr on a 
horserace with 
an entrant named 
Holmes, sired 
by Sherluck, and 
on his visits to 
the Reichenbach 
Falls; an April 
19, 1967 letter 
from Bill Smith to 
Ralph on Ralph’s 
manuscript of “The 
Curious Incident 
of the Avoidance 
of Probate,” with 
the manuscript 
attached 
with Smith’s 
handwritten 
comments; 
two pages of 
handwritten notes by Ralph pertaining to the article, 
which was subsequently printed in The Baker Street Journal; 
Bill Smith’s introduction to “Some Recollections of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle” by Dr. Harold Gordon; pages 85-
122 of Nathan Bengis’s Commonplace Book; program from 
the Oct. 26, 1973 Sons of the Copper Beeches Dinner; and 
miscellaneous photocopies.

• From William Hyder, a file folder relating to his editing of 
the book From Baltimore to Baker Street; a file folder relating 
to his editing of the book The Napoleon Bust Business Again; 
and a CD with the scans of Conan Doyle’s handwritten 
manuscript of “The Six Napoleons.”

• From Jo Von Photography, a CD of all the photographs it 
took at the 2016 BSI Dinner. 

• From Bruce Kennedy, a photo of Bruce at Gillette Castle 
from July 1978; a photo of him with Paxton Whitehead in 
1978; and a cassette tape of his 1983 presentation at Autumn 
in Baker Street.

• From Hartley Nathan, five photos from his wife Marilyn’s 
2014 induction as “The Woman.”

• From Nicholas Utechin, a copy of The Baker Street Journal 
2006 Christmas Annual signed and inscribed to the Trust by 
Nicholas, who served as its editor.

• From Michael Whelan, Edgar W. Smith’s membership card 
to the Sons of the Copper Beeches;  “Sherlock Holmes-A 
New Kind of Analysis” by J. N. Williamson (1969, Ex Libris 
John Bennett Shaw); “The Adventure of the Reappearing 
Figure” by Marvin Epstein (plus a July 13, 1976 note from 
Epstein conveying it to Julian Wolff and Wolff’s thank you 
note); “Notes by the Sub-Librarians” to Bliss Austin from 
H.B. (Pete) Williams; a first runoff (1956) of “A Sherlock 
Holmes Almanac” by Svend Peterson and a January 9, 1953 
letter from Svend asking if Irregulars would be willing to 
underwrite the project. 

From the 2016 BSI Birthday Weekend, Paul Singleton has 
collected the following items:
• The text of Jeffrey Hatcher’s 2016 Distinguished Speaker 

Lecture, “Casting Holmes.”
• The script of Andrew Joffe’s skit, “Dr. Will” (The Watsons 

meet Dr. Phil) which was presented at the William Gillette 
Memorial Luncheon. 

• Glen Miranker’s toast to “The Woman.”
• Nancy Browning’s reply from “The Woman.”
• Julie Rosenblatt’s toast to Mrs. Hudson.
• Marilynne McKay’s toast to Mycroft.
• Sally Sugarman’s toast to the Second Mrs. Watson.
• Catherine Cooke’s toast to Sherlock Holmes.
• Bob Coghill’s toast to an Old Irregular (Maureen Green).
• Bert Coules’ presentation “Edith Meiser & Sherlock Holmes’ 

Radio Theater.”
• Susan Rice’s presentation “Women in the Doylean Canon.”
• Peter Blau’s reminiscences of women picketing the 1968 BSI 

Dinner.
• Evelyn Herzog’s reminiscences of women picketing the 1968 

BSI dinner.
• Bill Hyder’s presentation on “We Never Mention Aunt 

Clara.”
• Andy Solberg’s presentation on the BSI Trust’s new 

fundraising campaign.
• Henry Boote’s musical entertainment.
• Mike Whelan’s podium notes and investiture introductions.
• The text of Francine Kitts’ annual rendition of “Standing on 

the Terrace.”
• The text of Betsy and Al Rosenblatt’s annual rendition of 

“The Year in Sherlockian Verse.”
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About Donations to the Trust
The Trust seeks primary materials about the history 
of the BSI and the Irregulars. These may consist of 
correspondence, photogenic and audio materials, 
manuscripts of historical documents, biographical 
material, newspaper clippings and magazine articles. 
It can also accept valuable Sherlockian books that can 
be sold to raise funds for the Trust.  

The Trust does not intend to create a collection that 
duplicates the Sherlock Holmes Collection at the 
University of Minnesota or the Arthur Conan Doyle 
Collection of the Toronto Metropolitan Reference 
Library, and so does not actively seek editions of 
the Canon or scholarly works unless the material 
has a direct bearing on the history of the BSI or the 
Irregulars.  

The Trust is a 501(c)(3) organization, and 
contributions are tax-deductible under Section 170 of 
the Internal Revenue Service Code.  

To deduct a non-cash donation of $5,000 or more, the 
owner must arrange and pay for a qualified appraisal. 
Contributions will be publicly acknowledged; for 
non-cash items, however, tax  
regulations prohibit the Trust from 
acknowledging the dollar value of  
the donation in this newsletter or  
The Baker Street Journal. 

Monetary donations should be sent to:

Leslie S. Klinger, BSI
10866 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite # 1500

Los Angeles, CA  90024

If the financial donation is in honor of someone, please 
indicate the appropriate name. If you are passing on a 
contribution from a third party, please include the name 
and address of the donor so that we can acknowledge the 
donation with a thank-you letter from the BSI Trust.

Questions regarding material contributions to 
the Archive should be directed to:

Andrew Solberg, BSI
5612 Thicket Lane
Columbia, MD 21044

The Trust is a special part of the Baker Street Irregulars, 
the literary society dedicated to the study of Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr. Watson. The Trust is the repository of 
the Irregulars’ collective memory, and its purpose is 
to collect, archive, and preserve historical documents, 
correspondence, papers, photos, recordings, and 
memorabilia relating to the BSI and its members and 
friends.

The Trust archive is located in the Houghton Library 
at Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The archival material may be used by any qualified 
Sherlockian, subject to the normal rules and regulations of 
the library.

The BSI Trust welcomes all monetary gifts as well as 
material contributions to the archives.

continued from page seven
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