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From the Chair
by Andy Solberg, BSI
“You will find me writing my report in the sitting-room.”
—Inspector Lestrade in “The Adventure of
the Norwood Builder”
So much to report!
First, I want to welcome Steve Doyle in his inaugural issue as the current Editor of the Trust
Newsletter. Steve is an accomplished editor and
publisher of the Wessex Press and publisher of The
Baker Street Journal. When Mike Berdan told me
that he was stepping down as Editor, I thought that
Steve would be too busy for me to have any hope
that he would be interested. And then Steve called
me! Steve is a friend, and I look forward to working with him. Thanks so much, Steve.
As usual, it has been a busy time for the Trust.
Since the last Newsletter, we have held our second
Trust lecture, this time in Indianapolis at a program hosted by the Illustrious Clients at the
Indiana Medical History Museum, where I spoke
on both the Trust and the recently published BSI
Press book Nerve and Knowledge: Doctors, Medicine
and the Sherlockian Canon. Both Peter Accardo
(Coordinator of Programs at the Houghton
Library) and I also spoke about the Trust at the
BSI’s wonderful conference at Chautauqua, NY.
And there is so much more to report.
The Trust Board has an order in at Houghton for
the digitization of 2,000 more items. Since the last
newsletter, another couple of hundred items have
been digitized, and the Board has authorized the cataloging of the material that had been sent to the
Houghton Library but had not yet been cataloged.
The Trust’s own website (www.bsitrust.org) continues to provide the Sherlockian Community and
researchers with a new page almost every week or
so. As visitors to the website and readers of this
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Newsletter know, we have
been adding a page to
the website for every BSI
Annual Dinner, starting,
of course, with 1934 and
working forward. By the
time you read this, we will
be up to around 2010.
We continue to take advantage of what recordings
we have, and, on at least six of the Dinner pages,
you can hear vignettes from the Dinners.
Furthermore, on the website, you will find some
Oral History Project interviews to which you can listen. Interviews of Russell Merritt, Glen Miranker,
Bob Thomalen, Peter Blau, Douglas Wilmer, and,
most recently, Art Levine are all available for your listening pleasure. As I have said before, these interviews are not only entertaining, but they also give texture to the history of the BSI and the greater
Sherlockian community. (As I like to say, the history
of the BSI is the history of the Sherlockian community, because, prior to Chris Morley’s founding of the
BSI, there was no
such community.)
And, thanks to the
volunteer efforts
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The BSI Trust
Fundraising
Campaign is still

going strong. I thank you all (and my acknowledgment letters or emails to each of you are heartfelt).
If you have not yet donated this year, please do so.
You can mail a check in with the donation coupon
that is in this issue, or you can donate online at the
Trust website. You can visit the site at:
www.bsitrust.org/2015/01/donations.html
You can choose whether to donate to an endowment for Houghton related activities or to the general fund. We want to continue our initiatives of cataloging and digitizing material at regular intervals,
holding more programs, sending out this Newsletter,
and otherwise keeping green the memory of the
Master and his devotees. Please be generous.
It has been some time since I gave credit to the
people who make the Trust work. These are the volunteers who spend their time, unpaid and underappreciated, making the history of the BSI accessible to you.
Steve Doyle is the Editor of this Newsletter and spends
many hours on it. Mary Ann Bradley does countless of
other activities for the Trust. Joe Coppola records the
BSI Dinners each year and digitizes older recordings.
Paul Singleton has collected manuscripts of BSI
Dinner presentations for many years. Ben Vizoskie
takes photos at the BSI Dinner for the Archives, and
he and Sue Vizoskie are identifying people and events
in old photos. Denny Dobry has sold books for the
Trust, raising more than $10,000 for the treasury.
Denny has asked me to make an appeal for more
items to sell. Please email me for instructions
(TrustChair@bakerstreetjournal.com). Greg Ruby
has organized The Wessex Cup, a horse race to benefit the Trust. And then there is the entire website
team. Randall Stock is our webmaster and has spent
hundreds of hours developing and maintaining it.
Tamar Zeffren, a young professional archivist, has
drafted almost every BSI Dinner page and has provided the Trust with other valuable guidance. Chris
Music has posted almost all of the website content
onto the server for us. Jenn Eaker has prepared all of
the audio files for posting on the website and assists
the Oral History Project with audio editing. Burt
Wolder has lent his melodious voice to preparing
introductions and postscripts to the recordings on the
website. David Richards has begun the monumental
job of transcribing Oral History Project interviews that
are posted on the site. And this list would not be complete without the mention of all of you who interview
BSI for the Oral History Project. To all of you, the
other Board members and I want to say how grateful
we are for all of the time and effort you put into preserving the collective Irregular memories for future
generations. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Want to order something in the archives that has
not yet been digitized? You can! First, find your item
on the either the Houghton BSI Finding Aid for cataloged items or using Hollis (a tab at the top of the
Finding Aid) and search for “Baker Street
Irregulars” for non-cataloged items. Write down as
much information on the items you want as possible. Go to http://aeon.hul.harvard.edu/. Click on
“Log in or Register” under “All other patrons.”
Establish a free account, and log in. You will be
brought to a page that says “Request for photoduplication” in the left hand margin. Click on that. It will
take you to a page for a “New Photoduplication
Request.” Enter the information on the items you
want digitized. Please note that Houghton charges a
per-page fee for the digitization of each item.
And, once again, as Don Izban wrote so articulately in the Spring 2014 Newsletter, please reach
out to families when BSI members pass beyond the
Reichenbach, encouraging them to send us their
loved ones’ BSI correspondence, photos, and memorabilia. I know that it is difficult, but these items
mean more to the Sherlockian community and to
researchers than they do to families when the families are disposing of collections. Unfortunately, too
often, these items are just thrown out. If there is
some way that the Trust can assist in these situations, please email me.
The Trust will continue on all fronts, cataloging
more material, digitizing more, adding to the BSI
Trust website, making Oral History Project interviews available to the Sherlockian community, giving lectures, and doing things we haven’t thought of
yet. A heartfelt thank you to you all.

Plans Announced for
Long-Term Accessibility
The Baker Street Irregulars Trust is establishing an Endowment to provide long-term financial
support for the sole purpose of cataloging and digitizing materials held in the BSI Archives. Donations
designated to the Endowment will be kept in a separate account from the general funds. Any donations to the BSI Trust not earmarked for the
Endowment will be applied to the general support
of the BSI Trust and Archives, which may include
cataloging and digitizing but will not be limited
solely to that role. Gifts of any amount to the general fund and to the Endowment are both of great
importance. All donations are tax deductible. Your
support enables us to preserve our history and
make it available to future generations of scholars,
historians, Sherlockians, and Irregulars.
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Standing on the Terrace

Whelan did the ceremony, though Peter Blau, Ron
De Waal, Linda Patterson, Jon Lellenberg, and
Saul Cohen spoke on John Bennett Shaw. By 1997,
Irv Kamil was leading the ceremony, which he
would do through 2001. Jon Lellenberg did it in
2002, and Irv Kamil resumed until 2009.
The phone rang in March of 2009. Mike
Whelan was on the other end of the line, and we
chatted for a while about the previous BSI weekend,
including the success of the Morley Expedition, at
which a wreath was placed on Christopher Morley's
grave. The conversation went on amiably for a while
and then, there it was -- the real reason for the call.
It went something like this: Mike: "Irv Kamil has
decided to step down for doing the Terrace obituaries at the BSI Dinner." Me: "WHAT?! Oh, no!
What will you do? Nobody can take Irv's place.
He's so good at it and he has the absolutely perfect
voice and demeanor." Mike: "I want you to do it."

By Francine Kitts
A hush falls over the assemblage gathered at the
BSI Dinner when Mike Whelan ("Wiggins")
announces that it's time to "Stand with me here
upon the terrace". The Terrace Ceremony is the
most solemn moment of the evening, as we honor
members of the BSI who have crossed over the
Reichenbach during the past year.
The history of this ceremony is a puzzle worthy
of Holmes himself, since the information we have is
sketchy. Although we have no way of knowing for
sure, we can only imagine that Christopher Morley
would surely have paid tribute to Irregulars who
had died. Thanks to Edgar W. Smith’s minutes in
the digitized BSI Archives at Houghton, we do know
that the first mention of any Terrace ceremony was
in the minutes of the 1953 BSI Dinner. Note that
during these years, the ceremony included prominent Sherlockians who were not BSI.
The ceremony also is mentioned in 1954,
1957, and 1958 Dinner minutes, so it is safe to say
that it had become an Irregular part of the annual
Dinner.
During the 1950s, the Terrace ceremony was
done toward the beginning of the Dinner, soon
after the toasts. Then, as far as we know, it was done
at various times in the program depending on the
schedule. In more recent times, it was held at the
end of the program, right before the Birthday
Honors, and even more recently has been presented before the break.
Julian Wolff appears to have done the Terrace
ceremony himself from 1961-1986. At least, the
recording of the 1973 Dinner shows him doing so.
We know that, in 1991, Richard Shull read a letter
from John Bennett Shaw about Julian Wolff, and
Peter Blau talked about the other BSI members
who had left us. In 1992, Peter again performed
the ceremony. In 1993, Mike McClure led the ceremony, though Peter talked about Isaac Asimov,
and Saul Cohen spoke about Bill Rabe. Mike
McClure did it, again, in 1994. In 1995, Michael

Above: 1953 BSI Dinner Minutes.
Below: Detail of first “Terrace” ceremony.
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Long pause on my end. "Umm...okay (did I just say
okay?). Would you like me to do it until you get
somebody?" Mike: "I want you to do it until you
don't want to do it anymore."
At the cocktail reception before the dinner in
January of 2010 -- the very first time I was to be at
the microphone for the Terrace ceremony -- someone told me that he had always wanted Irv Kamil to
do his obituary. I thanked him for his vote of confidence, and we had a good laugh. The next day he
told me he would be happy for me to speak about
him, and we had another good laugh, but I have to
admit that I was relieved.
Sherlockians far and wide are generous with
their time and effort in obtaining information
about our fallen comrades. Information flows
quickly through email contributions, and I am
understandably grateful for their support and am
humbled to have been chosen for this important,
albeit sorrowful, segment of the BSI Dinner.
"Stand with me here upon the terrace, for it
may be the last quiet talk that we shall ever have."

We may have had our last quiet talk with those
who have gone before us, but we will not forget
the joy our esteemed colleagues have given us.
We celebrate the fact that their indelible contributions have been woven into the very fabric of
The Baker Street Irregulars, keeping this agency
flat-footed upon the ground.

I would like to thank Andy Solberg, Bob Katz,
Peter Blau, and Mike McClure for valuable
input into the history of the Terrace ceremony.
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“Let it Play!”
“These modern gramophones are a remarkable invention.”
—Sherlock Holmes in “The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone.”
By Joe Coppola
Recorded sound makes our lives richer, and it has
done so since Thomas Edison trademarked the
gramophone in 1887. Members of the Baker Street
Irregulars have employed more modern technology
to preserve the memory of events and people for
almost as long as the organization has existed. Bill
Vande Water and, more recently, I have worked for
a number of years to make archival recordings of
BSI sponsored events such as the dinners, the toast
to ‘The Woman’, the lectures, and the annual
reception program. Results have not always been
stellar, but they include many memorable
moments, such as Tom Stix Jr.’s investitures of
women into the BSI in 1991.

who reads The Sherlock Holmes Prayer, which
was written by Christopher Morley.
• 1984 BSI Dinner: Famed science fiction author
Isaac Asimov tells a funny story about his recent
triple bypass surgery and his thoughts about
dying, then sings a song about Sherlock Holmes.
• 1991 Saturday Cocktail Reception: Tom Stix’s
announces the opening of the BSI Dinner to
women and announces their investitures.
• 1997 BSI Dinner: Tom Stix announces that he is
stepping down and passing the reins to Michael
Whelan.
• 2006 The Woman Ceremony
In addition, the Trust website includes the full
Oral History Project interviews of Peter Blau,
Russell Merritt, Glen Miranker, Bob Thomalen,
Douglas Wilmer (who passed beyond the
Reichenbach this past year), and Art Levine.
Many more interviews will be posted over time.
You can listen to all these recordings in the comfort of your living room. Of course, the archives at
the Houghton Library has full copies of BSI
Dinner, Oral History Project, and other recordings, and you and other scholars can hear the
entire recordings there. The Trust is working with
Houghton to enable many of them to be heard
online on the Houghton website.
We know there are other recordings out there in
the Sherlockian community that we would love to
process and make available to scholars and interested parties worldwide. If you have such a recording,
in any format, please contact Andy Solberg or me so
that we may arrange to copy it for the Archives. We
will return your original and an MP3 digital copy
for your enjoyment. Thank you.

With the advent of the BSI Archives and the BSI
Trust website, I have been digitizing the older analog recordings so that Burt Wolder and Jenn Eaker
can prepare them for use on the web. We have
been fortunate to acquire many recordings made
by others to fill in the history of the Sherlockian
movement including presentations, toasts, introductions, and performances by such notables as
Julian Wolff, Edgar Smith, Vincent Starrett, and
even Christopher Morley.
On the Trust website (www.bsitrust.org), the
Trust has included vignettes from the following
Dinners:
• 1973 BSI Dinner: Commissionaire Julian Wolff
is given a gold sovereign by James Nelson.
• 1979 BSI Dinner: Commissionaire Julian Wolff
announces the BSI Investitures for that year.
• 1981 BSI Dinner: Commissionaire Julian Wolff
introduces Robert Robinson (The Hansom Cab)

Joseph Coppola BSI
(The stranger’s room)
coppolja@gmail.com
315-637-0609
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From the Vault

The BSI Trust 101

By Steven Doyle

The Baker Street Irregulars is a literary society dedicated to the study of Sherlock Holmes,
Dr. Watson, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and the
Victorian world. It is the oldest existing
Sherlockian society in the world. The BSI first
began meeting in the 1930s. For over 70 years,
the Irregulars existed without any formal effort to
preserve and catalog the significant documents
and artifacts of its history. Then, in 2003, at the
impetus of Michael Whelan, head of The Baker
Street Irregulars, the BSI Trust was formed.
Having taken curatorship of a large body of
papers belonging to previous heads of the BSI,
Mr. Whelan determined to make these papers the
beginning of the BSI Archive and to make them
accessible to scholars. The BSI Archive was formally opened at the Houghton Library at
Harvard University in November 2005.
The Baker Street Irregulars Trust is part of the
BSI, and is the repository of the Irregulars’ collective memory. Its purpose is to collect, preserve,
and provide access to historical documents, correspondence, papers, photos, recordings, and memorabilia relating to The Baker Street Irregulars,
both its members and friends. The physical
archive of the BSI is housed at Harvard’s
Houghton Library, which is open for public use.
The BSI Trust is managed by our Board of
Trustees, and our website is developed, added
to, and maintained by generous volunteers.
Many other volunteers assist the BSI Trust in
collecting material, pre-cataloging it, and leading other activities, including the Oral History
Project, the Trust Newsletter, and educational
programs. Opportunities to volunteer are
always welcomed. If you would like to volunteer
to help the Trust, please email the Trust Chair.
For the Sake of the Trust
Of course, donations are always welcomed too.
Donations of BSI-related material is the lifeblood
of the BSI Trust. Your support helps to expand
our holdings and make the website more useful.
Additionally, everyone can help the Trust
through monetary donations to our 501 (c)(3)
organization, which may be tax deductible.
For more information on The BSI Trust, visit
our website: www.bsitrust.org

It is with great excitement that I have the
opportunity to officially become part of the
efforts of The BSI Trust. As a long-time
Sherlockian publisher whose first love is periodical publication, undertaking our newsletter
allows me to contribute in ways that I might otherwise be unable to. Of course, there are many
ways to contribute to BSI Trust, be it through
contributions of material for the archives, a
financial gift, or even by rolling up your sleeves.
I know that many of us have thought, “I’d be
happy to contribute to the archives if only I had
something to contribute.” I’ve certainly thought
this myself. But on a recent plunge into my own
personal Sherlockian archives (if I can use such a
term on a library closet bursting with whoknowswhat) in search of something pertinant to
my local scion society, I indeed discovered item
after item that is now destined for the BSI Trust.
They range from correspondence with nowdeparted BSI members to yellowed newspaper
clippings to physical Sherlockian items with a BSImember pedigree. And I’d bet you have material
yourself. Time has a way of making even the least
likely item significant. Oftentimes, the true history of an organization can be told in triffles.
Dipping into the material now permanently
preserved by the BSI Trust can be both exciting
and humbling. The importance of the ability to
access and draw upon primary sources for
research cannot be overstated. But that’s the BSI
Trust — collecting, preserving, and making available the deep, rich history of The Baker Street
Irregulars. We’ll be talking about that history,
and some of these amazing items in future issues.
The Game’s Afoot!
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Added to the Archives

Gifts to the Treasury

The following material donations have been received
since the publication of the Spring 2015 newsletter.

The following list of highly valued donors to
The Baker Street Irregulars Trust covers the
period from April 2016 to October 2017. The
trust is deeply grateful to all Irregulars and
friends whose names appear below for their generosity and frequently long-standing support.

• From Greg Ruby, two photos of Bill Hyder.
• From Dr. Deborah Clark, twenty books for sale to benefit the BSI Trust Treasury.
• From Andrew J. Peck, drafts of articles on the dating of
“The Norwood Builder” that appeared in The Green
Bag Almanac (law review) and his correspondence with
the editor, Ross Davies.

Marino Alvarez
Anne Marie Amtsberg
John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Peter Blau
Deborah Clark
John Durein
Robert L. George
Robert Katz
John P. Knud-Hansen
Steven Mason
Peter McIntyre
Frank Mentzel
Robert Moss
James F. O’Brien
James O'Leary
Marsha Pollak
Daniel Polvere
Dana Richards
Rebecca Romney
Gerald Schnabel
Daniel Sirkin
Andrew Solberg

• From Phillip Bergem for The Norwegian Explorers, a
copy of The Missing Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes, edited by Julie McKuras, Timothy Johnson, Ray Riethmeier,
and Pillip Bergem.
• From Carol Adams, a 1988 Get-Well card from Dame
Jean Conan Doyle to Chris Steinbrunner The card reads
“Charlie Chan Wishes Much Christmas,” for the friends
of Chris Steinbrunner to Charlie and Carol Adams,
Memorial Card on the passing of Chris Steinbrunner.
• From Nicholas Utechin: 40 items of correspondence
between prominent BSI members and Sherlockians
from 1952 through 1988, including Edgar Smith,
Omar DeWitt Apcs, Douglas Wilmer, Bruce R. Beaman,
Nicholas Utechin, William Berner, Peter E. Blau, Ann
Byerly, Bruce Dettman, Robert W. Hahn, Evelyn
Herzog, Frank A. Hoffmann, Albert M. Rosenblatt, J.
Warren Scheideman, Philip A. Shreffler, Bartlett D.
Simms, Peter B. Spivak, Donald A. Webster.
• From Andrew Solberg, Program from the BSI 2016
Conference, The Mind and Art of Sherlock Holmes, in
Chautauqua, NY.
• From Susan Diamond, 1. 2009 email, Art Levine to Susan
Diamond. 2. 2009 email Mike Whelan to Susan
Diamond, 3. Toast by Jerry Kaufmann at that 2009
Watsonian Silver Blaze. 4. 2009 email, Warren Randall to
Susan Diamond. 5. 2009 email, Eva van Rijn to Susan
Diamond. 6. Two 2009 emails, Candace Lewis to Susan
Diamond. 7. Two 2009 emails, Mike Whelan to Susan
Diamond. 8.1/2009 issue of The Baker Street Dispatch.
9. 2008 email from Maria C. Veiga-Hayzen to Susan
Diamond. 10. 2008 emails to/from Mike Whelan and
Susan Diamond. 11. 1992 and 1996 letters, Tom Stix to
Susan Diamond. 12. 2009 card from the Hahns to Susan
Diamond. 13. 2009 Sales Event Contract for the 50th
Annual Watsonian Silver Blaze. 14. Program for the 2009
Watsonian Silver Blaze. 15. 2008 DoubleTree Hotel contract for the BSI-Watsonian Conference in 2009. 16.
Three 1991 letters, Bob Hahn to Tom Tally. 17. Bylaws of
The Watsonians. 18. File folder of 2009 Silver Blaze contracts, announcements, correspondence, etc. 19.
Undated note Bob Hahn to Susan Diamond. 20. 19631979 correspondence, Bob Hahn to John Bennett Shaw.
21. Undated letter, John Hall to Fred ?. 22. 1993 letter
Bob Hahn to Susan Diamond. 22. Undated letter, Susan
Diamond to Bob Hahn. 23. 1995 letter Bob Hahn to
Susan Diamond.

Steven Doyle, Ed.
9 Calumet Court
Zionsville, IN 46077

• From Andrew Solberg, 1/9/2013 Letter Mike Homer
to Andrew Solberg.
• From Andrew Solberg, Packet from the 70th
Anniversary Dinner of the Six Napoleons of Baltimore.
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