
BSI Archival Cataloguing Project Successfully Completed

Houghton Library is pleased to announce that on July 14, 2011, the BSI Archive cataloging project was offi-
cially completed.  The initiative began last December when the library hired Ashley Nary as project cataloger.  

A 2005 graduate of Connecticut College, Nary received a BA in History with 
a minor in French.  In 2009, she earned a dual MS in Library & Information 
Science (with Archives concentration) and History from Simmons College 
Graduate School of Library & Information Science.  Nary recently served as 
a research specialist for Harvard’s Open Collections Program (http://ocp.hul.
harvard.edu), which has brought significant web-accessible collections to the 
world community of scholars.  Her BSI archive position was made possible 
by a generous gift to Harvard from the BSI Trust, authorized at its meeting in 
May, 2010.  

The first phase of the BSI Archive Project involved appraising, sorting, and 
rehousing the materials that have been donated to date to the archive. These 
encompass a variety of media: books, manuscripts, photographs, prints, re-
cordings, and ephemera.  “The most engaging part of my work has been the 
correspondence,” Nary said in a recent interview.  “It has given me a very 
good sense of the membership and early history of the BSI.”  

While the recent “going live” of the BSI Archive finding aid (see Peter X. 
Accardo’s article above), enables Sherlockian scholars and aficionados 
from around the world to peruse the contents of the BSI archives at the 
Houghton Library online, they will still have to journey to Cambridge 
to view specific items of interest.  In anticipation of a steadily increasing 
number of interested individuals doing just that – and to educate myself 
on just how the process works – I spent three hours at the Houghton at 
the end of May.  

The first part of my visit consisted of a private tour – led by Hough-
ton’s Programs Coordinator Peter Accardo – of the underground “bun-
ker” in which the work of the BSI Trust Archives Project was still under-
way, but rapidly nearing completion.  There I was introduced to both 
Ashley Nary, BSI Project Cataloger, and Michael Austin, Manuscript 
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Given the six-month timeframe of the project, she ac-
knowledged that subject mastery has been a challenge 
worthy of brother Mycroft. “Having read only The Ad-
ventures of Sherlock Holmes and the first pages of A Study 
in Scarlet, I constantly found myself paging though 
both the Baring-Gould and Klinger annotated editions 
of Sherlock Holmes to better understand the Canonical 
allusions in BSI papers,” she added.  “Early on, for ex-
ample, while working through the scion society papers 
and publications, I recognized a reference to John Clay 
from ‘The Red-Headed League.’  Many other Canonical 
references, however, remain a mystery to me, and so it 
is back to the books and papers as I try to understand 
the world of Sherlock Holmes just a little bit more.”  

During the course of her work, Nary was supervised by 
Manuscript Cataloger Michael Austin.  “I was very in-
terested to find that the Irregulars had instituted a horse 
race series, ‘The Silver Blaze,’ which takes place in New 
York, Chicago, and occasionally in other places (and of-
fers a sizeable purse),” Austin said.  “The race gives an 
indication of the range of the group’s activities – and, by 

BSI Archival Cataloguing Project Successfully Completed ─Continued from Page One

The Trust is a special part of the Baker Street Irregulars, the literary society dedicated to the study of Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr. Watson. The Trust is designed to collect, archive,  and preserve historical documents for the 
study of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, the Victorian world, and the individuals 
and organizations such as the BSI that have devoted themselves to such studies. The Trust has a special inter-
est in preserving materials related to the history of the BSI, its members, and friends.

The Trust archive is located in the Houghton Library at Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The 
archival material may be used by any qualified Sherlockian, subject to the normal rules and regulations of the 
library. 

The BSI Trust welcomes all monetary gifts as well as material contributions to the archives.

Monetary donations should be sent to:

Leslie S. Klinger, BSI
10866 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite # 1500

Los Angeles, CA  90024

If the financial donation is in honor of 
someone, please indicate the appropriate 
name. 

If you are passing along a contribution 
from a third party, please include the name 
and address of the donor so that we can ac-
knowledge the donation with a thank-you 
letter from the BSI Trust.

Questions regarding material contributions to 
the archives should be directed to:

Thomas J. Francis, BSI
43 Mann Hill Road

Scituate, MA 02066-2110

For the Sake of the Trust

the way, the photos that we have from the New York 
branch provide a wonderful survey of men’s fashions 
over the last 50 years or so!”  Austin’s own acquain-
tance with Sherlock Holmes was through an edition 
given to him by his father, bound in red suede [!] and 
stamped in gold – a volume he treasures to this day.

The product of Nary’s work is a finding aid (that is, 
an inventory) presented in HOLLIS, Harvard’s on-
line library catalogue, which provides a detailed and 
fully searchable description of the archive to consult-
ing Sherlockians worldwide, regardless of academic 
or institutional affiliation.  Together with the find-
ing aid for Houghton’s Speckled Band Collection of 
Sherlockiana, the BSI Archive finding aid represents 
an important new resource for scholars writing about 
the BSI, its scion societies, and Sherlock Holmes.

A presentation by Houghton staff mem-
bers involved in the project took place at 
the June 23rd meeting of the BSI Trust.  
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I am a collector.  When I was young, I found and fell 
in love with the stories of Sherlock Holmes. When I 
was about twenty years old, that being somewhere 
back in the antediluvian era, I was thrilled to discover 
that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle had written other things.   
I figured that since the Sherlock Holmes tales were 
so good but finite in number, I could go on to read 
the other things Conan Doyle wrote in order to con-
tinue the enjoyment provided in the Holmes saga.

This started me on a quest.  My goal seemed sim-
ple; find one copy of every book written by Ar-
thur Conan Doyle.  I was not fussy, I just want-
ed to get books to read.  Slowly over the years 
I found the books: old copies, reprints, collect-
ed editions, some hard-bound, some in paper. 

As time went by, I began to fall into the trap of 
“trading up.”  Sure, I already had a copy of The Do-
ings of Raffles Haw, but at some point I am stand-
ing in a book store with an English first edition in 
my hands.  I have to buy it. Later I find the pirated 
American edition that has in it the first ever “book” 
publications of “The Red Headed League” and 
“The Boscombe Valley Mystery.”  On another occa-
sion I found a copy in a dust jacket.  I wanted one 
copy of each of Conan Doyle’s books, and now I’ve 
managed to acquire four copies of just this one title. 

Repeat the above with all sorts of variants from “…
here’s a copy of The Hound of the Baskervilles I’ve never 
seen before,” to “I can’t let this The Lost World sit here 

for just two dollars.”  Throw in gifts from family and 
friends and now my library is about four thousand 
volumes, half of which are Sherlockiana and Doyle. 

My Holmes collecting extends beyond books.  I have 
recordings, dolls, toys, 
pictures, tchotchkes of all 
sorts and scrapbooks full 
of ads, clippings, cards, 
and newspaper articles. 
This stuff seems to never 
end.  I am not as bad as 
say John Bennett Shaw, 
whose extensive collec-
tion is now at The Uni-
versity of Minnesota, 
who once remarked to 
me that when he was ne-
gotiating to have his col-
lection preserved, “You 

should have seen their faces when I told them they 
would need refrigerators for my chocolate pieces.”  

Today I am Chairman of The Baker Street Irregulars 
Trust.  We are preserving the history of The Baker 
Street Irregulars. The Houghton Library at Harvard 
University is the repository of the collection.  What 
the Trust is seeking are documents which tell the 
story of the Baker Street Irregulars and of its mem-
bers.  We also intend to preserve key artifacts from 
the society’s past and of its membership.  We gener-
ally do not put books into the collection.  Most books, 
including the many written by members of The Baker 
Street Irregulars are more properly housed with book 
collections.  So unless the book is about the Irregulars, 

From the Chair
By Thomas J. Francis, BSI

The following list of highly-valued donors to The Baker Street Irregulars Trust covers the period from 
2008 through 2010.  A large number of these generous contributors have made multiple donations 
during the past few years.  The BSI Trust Board is deeply grateful to all Irregulars and friends who 
have contributed to the growth of this literary archive from its birth in 2003.  It is the aim of this on-
going development effort to ultimately establish one of the world’s finest literary society archives.

Gifts to the Treasury

John Baesch
John Bergquist
Henry Boote
Carol Cavalluzzi
Susan Diamond
Michael Dirda
Steven Doyle
T. Michelle Fromkin
John Genova
Clifford Goldfarb

Ralph Hall
Evelyn Herzog
Robert Katz
Michael Kean
Francine Kitts
Lou Lewis
Don McDonough
Russell Merritt
Charles Meyer
Dick Miller

Richard Olken
Bruce Parker
Jennie Paton
Otto Penzler
Marsh Pollak
Susan Rice
Dana Richards
Sherry Rose-Bond
Betsy Rosenblatt
Constantine Rossakis

Steven Rothman
James Saunders
Maggie Schpak
Andrew Solberg
Robert Stek
Richard Sveum
Maria Veiga-Hayzen
Richard Wein

─continued on page 4

Tom Francis, BSI
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bears a unique BSI aspect such as a telling inscription, 
or perhaps was the copy of a noted Irregular, it would 
not become part of the collection.  If books are donated 
that do not fit in with the collection, they may be sold to 
raise funds to help preserve and expand the archives.

The point of all is that despite the amount of mate-
rial that I have acquired, my personal correspondence 
is minimal and I have managed to collect no histori-
cal material.  This is sad and almost a failing on my 
part as in my present position I feel a sense of guilt 
for being unable to make a significant material do-
nation to The Baker Street Irregulars Trust archives.

Recently a friend and I were discussing how clev-
erly Jonathan Swift had satirized the way people re-

interpret scripture to suit their own ends in “A Tale 
of a Tub” and I recalled that Conan Doyle had a 
very clever poem that covered the same subject.  It 
is in his book Songs of Action.  Here is the poem:

A PARABLE
The cheese-mites asked how the cheese

                                                          got there,      
And warmly debated the matter:

The Orthodox said that it came from the
                                                          air,

          And the heretics said from the platter.
They argued it long and they argued it

                                                         strong,
And I hear they are arguing now;

But of all the choice spirits who lived in
                                                         the cheese,

Not one of them thought of a cow.

I have three copies of  Songs of Action,  two English and 
one American. I picked one of the English volumes 
just to have a copy of the poem.  But when I opened 
it, I found that I had Edgar W. Smith’s copy, complete 
with his bookplate. (See image.) This is a nice second-
class relic that I will be donating to the Trust Archives.

From the Chair - continued from page 3

At least 221 people have already said this, but it will bear another repetition: we are experiencing a Sherlock-
ian boom, a time of general resurgence of interest in the Great Detective. We’ve seen new movies and TV 
shows about him, new editions of the Canon, new pastiches, new comic books and new websites. Holmes’s 
makeover as multi-media darling seems to have had an impact on Sherlockian societies as well, with many 
reporting an increase in membership. 

One aspect of this that has garnered a little less attention is the boom in Sherlockian and Doylean library 
collections. There is no question that one has occurred. Elsewhere we may hear of libraries struggling, but 
in our area we see growth and improvement. Within the past few years, a major new collection has opened 
in Portsmouth, other resource collections have made a start in British Columbia and elsewhere, and existing 
collections have added significantly to their holdings. As well, the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota recently announced the establishment of an endowed curator position which will allow 
them to expand their activities. The Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto Public Library is grow-
ing, too. The Toronto Reference Library, where the collection is housed, is 
undergoing renovations, and we look forward to a time in the near future 
when the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection will be able to greatly extend its 
opening hours.

In addition to all this, there is the case of the Baker Street Irregulars. 
Whether you consider the BSI and its many scions a literary society, a 
challenging hobby, or just a good chance to meet some interesting people 
under the benevolent patronage of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, it is 
certain that the society is unique. The idea of creating an 

“I saw a glimmer of light coming from the open door of the library.”
The Musgrave RitualPeggy Perdue, BSI

Librarian, Arthur Conan Doyle Collection
Toronto Public Library

─continued on page 7

The bookplate from Edgar 
W. Smith’s copy of Songs 
of Action.
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The following material donations have been received 
since the publication of the Spring, 2010 newsletter. 

• Anonymous, “Adventure of the Golden Pince-
nez” New York Sunday World, June 11, 1911 with 
color front page. 

• From The Baker Street Journal, three prototypes of 
the new format of the BSJ.

• From Vinnie Brosnan, a letter from Edgar Smith 
(dated Oct. 15, 1959) to a non-BSI Sherlockian 
that discusses the Canon and Holmes’ birthday.

• From Joseph Coppola, a copy of Jay Finley 
Christ’s “John H. Watson Never Went to China” 
with an attached note from Christ to Al Weiner.

• From Steve Doyle, the April 1975 issue of Notre 
Dame Magazine featuring a profile of John Bennett 
Shaw.

• From Francine Kitts, the paper presented by 
Francine and Richards Kitts at the 2003 BSI-spon-
sored running of The Silver Blaze in Saratoga 
Springs. 

• From Candace Lewis, an inscribed copy of “Two 
Celebrations,” the volume she edited about the 
Silver Blaze race.

• From Glen Miranker, two boxes of books and 
records.

• From Otto Penzler, the archive for Bohemian Souls 
(which he edited for the BSI Manuscript Series) 
and the galley proofs for Irregular Proceedings of 
the Mid-Forties.

• From John Pforr, various Sherlockian correspon-
dence from the estate of the late Ralph Edwards, 
Allan DeGray, executor, and Ralph’s two-shilling 
award.  (See image right.)

• From Susan Rice, her paper on John Bennett 
Shaw that she presented at the Three Garridebs 
Award Luncheon in 2009.

• From Dorothy Stix, a package of Christmas cards 
sent to her and her husband, Tom, over the years 
by various members of the BSI and other Sher-
lockians.

• From Donald A. Yates, the background material 
for his BSJ paper “A Vindication of Stapleton.”

 
And from the 2010 BSI Birthday Weekend, Paul 
Singleton has collected the following items. 

• The text of Joan Winterkorn’s 2010 Distinguished 
Lecture, “On the Paper Trail: Exploring the At-
tics, Cellars, and Cupboards of England.”  

• The text of Betsy and Al Rosenblatt’s annual ren-
dition of “The Year in Sherlockian Verse.”

• The text of Francine Kitts’ annual rendition of 
“Standing on the Terrace.”

• Jerry Margolin’s toast to The Woman.
• Alan Devitt’s toast to Mrs. Hudson.
• Walter Jaffe’s toast to Mycroft.
• Greg Darak’s toast to the Second Mrs. Watson.
• Peter Blau’s toast to an Old Irregular (Bill 

Rabe).
• Nils Nordberg’s presentation “Exploring 

Sigerson.” 
• Sue Vizoskie’s presentation “Through a Magic 

Door.”

In addition, Paul has collected hard copies of the 
following toasts and presentations from previous 
years’ dinners.
• Ray Betzner’s presentation “The Adventure of 

the Three Doctors” given at the 2004 dinner, 
and Ray’s toast to an Old Irregular (Edward J. 
Van Liere) also from 2004.

• Lou Lewis’ toast to Sherlock Holmes, given at 
the 2006 dinner.

• Warren Randall’s toast to Mrs. Hudson, given 
at the 2008 dinner.

• Barbara Roisman Cooper’s toast to Mycroft, 
given at the 2009 dinner.

Editor’s Apology: In the Spring, 2010 issue of the 
BSI Trust Newsletter, I inadvertently spelled Jerry 
Margolin’s surname incorrectly.  I also omitted 
John Bergquist’s and Dan Posnansky’s names as 
co-editors (along with Peter X. Accardo) of “Papers 
at an Exhibition; Arthur Conan Doyle: A Sesquicen-
tennial Assessment”. 

Added to theArchives
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A Day at the Library ─Continued from Page One

The Houghton Library, Harvard University

─continued on next page

Cataloger and BSI Project supervisor, the former 
at work on a collection of Sherlockian sheet music. 

The primary focus of my visit, however, was to ex-
perience first-hand the process of accessing materi-
als from the BSI Trust archives, both so that I under-
stood it myself, and so that I could write about it for 
the benefit of readers of this newsletter who, like me, 
might be ignorant of the mechanics and thus be reluc-
tant to even try.  What follows, therefore, is a step-by-
step explanation of just what you do. To be sure, the 

professional staff at Harvard will assist you at every 
step, and there is no compelling need for you to com-
mit any of this to memory. On the other hand, there’s 
no reason not to be prepared before you set foot on 
campus.  A little knowledge, after all, is a good thing to 
have whenever you go in search of a little knowledge.

Perhaps the only thing that you really need to know is that 
your first destination is not the Houghton Library at all, 
but the much larger - in fact the second largest  in the coun-
try -Widener Library, located directly to the northwest 
of the Houghton, but facing the Memorial Church across 
celebrated Harvard Yard. This is because to access mate-
rials from the Houghton, you first need to get a person-
alized Harvard College Library Special Collections card.  

This is done in the Library Privileges Office (Room 
130) located directly to your left as you enter the li-
brary and pass through security.  The process itself is 
straight-forward and free-of-charge: you fill out an 
application containing basic biographical informa-
tion, present a valid photo ID, and then let them take 
a photo of you. (To save time, you can pre-register at 

hcl.harvard.edu/info/special_collections/index.cfm, 
click on “getting started”.)  Within ten minutes your 
card – good for a full year – is ready, and you can 
then proceed around the corner to the Houghton. 

The reading room at the Houghton is located down the 
hallway to your right after you have come up the front 
steps and entered the building.  Before being allowed 
in, however, you must check all personal, non-research 
related items in one of the lockers located in the cloak-
room to your left.  (You will need a quarter to open the 
locker, but you get it back when you leave.)  Pens are 
not permitted inside the library (pencils and paper are 
provided instead), but laptops are actively encouraged. 

As you would expect at an institution like Harvard, 
the reading room itself is a suitably venerable, neo-
classical hall, presided over from on high by the 
likenesses of Harvardites Charles Sumner, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, and Theodore Roosevelt.  
The tables themselves are of the long, dark, and hand-
some variety, and upon the one I had selected, Acca-
rdo placed a banker’s box containing important BSI 
correspondence, including the exceedingly sprightly 
Morley-Smith correspondence (a.k.a., “Dear Porky – 
Dear Thorny”), the generous gift of Glen Miranker.  

For the next hour and a half, it was the Sherlock-
ian scholar’s equivalent of “Babes in Toyland” as 
I plunged my hand in virtually at random to see 
what file – and original BSI treasure – it brought out.  
Among the many such jewels I felt privileged to both 
hold and behold in the original were Edwin V. King’s 
description of the unannounced arrival of Gypsy 
Rose Lee at the 1943 BSI Dinner (“To say that her en-
trance caused somewhat of a sensation would be an 
understatement.”) and Fordham University’s Rev. 
John Lahey’s recasting of the gospel narrative from 
Matthew (2:1-12) using only quotes from the Canon.       

Had I  actually been doing BSI research, I would have 
availed myself of the standard call slip procedure, i.e., 
identifying the specific items that I wanted online, 
hitting request links, and then waiting while a staff 
member physically retrieved them from the stacks un-
derneath the library.  One of the great benefits of the 
now completed finding aid is that scholars will be able 
to do their database searching before they arrive, thus 
reaping a colossal savings of valuable research time.  

Had time not been pressing, I could have easily 
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A Day at the Library ─Continued from previous page

The Trust seeks primary materials about the history of the BSI and 
the Irregulars. These may consist of correspondence, photographic 
and audio materials, manuscripts of historical documents, biographi-
cal material, newspaper clippings, and magazine articles.  It can also 
accept valuable Sherlockian books that can be sold to raise funds for 
the Trust. 

The Trust does not intend to create a collection that duplicates the 
Sherlock Holmes Collection at the University of Minnesota or the Ar-
thur Conan Doyle Collection of the Toronto Metropolitan Reference 
Library, and so does not actively seek editions of the Canon or schol-
arly works unless the material has a direct bearing on the history of 
the BSI or the Irregulars. 

The Trust is a 501(c)(3) organization, and con-
tributions are tax-deductible under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 

To deduct a non-cash donation of $5,000 or 
more, the owner must arrange and pay for a 
qualified appraisal. Contributions of $250 or 

more will be publicly acknowledged; for non-cash items, however, 
tax regulations prohibit the Trust from acknowledging the dollar 
value of the donation in this newsletter or The Baker Street Journal.

The initial step in making a donation is to contact one of the trustees. 
You can find contact information on the Baker Street Irregulars Trust 
website: www.bsitrust.org.

About Donations to the Trust

archive of materials to formally track 
the now 75+ year history of this organi-
zation is an excellent one, and the fact 
that this collection has found a home 
at one of the world’s most prestigious 
universities is a testament to how se-
riously the project is being taken. At 
the Toronto Public Library, we’ve 
been really pleased to see how much 
the BSI Trust collection has developed 
since this idea was first conceived. It 
is a valuable addition to the publicly 
available resources related to Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes. 

The existence of so many fine collec-
tions related to our favourite detective 
is bound to be of benefit to our shared 
user groups. I like to think that these 
library collections are a little like Dr. 
Watson - reliable companions wait-
ing and ready to assist you with your 
inquiries -  through this Sherlock-
ian boom and the next, and the next.

“I saw a glimmer of light coming 
from the open door of the library.”

─Continued from page 4

spent several more hours at the Houghton that afternoon just delving 
into the files and experiencing the richness of BSIdom.  And – I hasten 
to add – not only was I not on any particular quest, I was only tap-
ping into the correspondence file, just one of eleven different catego-
ries of BSI archives totaling 20 linear feet of material.  (For the record 
– and as a head start to researchers – those 11 categories are: 1. Cor-
respondence; 2. Business files; 3. U.S. and foreign Sherlockian soci-
ety files; 4. Member files; 5. Events (A. BSI, and B. Non-BSI); 6. Pub-
lications (A. Manuscripts, and B. Printed material); 7. Sherlockian 
commentary and research; 8. Sherlockian catalogues and biographies; 
9. Media and music; 10. Photographs; and 11. Realia and memora-
bilia.)  I got up from my desk enlightened, entertained, and inspired.  

But most important of all, I stood up staggering mentally with a new-
found appreciation of just how much compelling and captivating mate-
rial there is in the BSI Archives waiting to be explored and enjoyed by 
Sherlockians like me.  And it’s all just a Special Collections card and 
an electronic call slip away.  I’ll certainly be back.  In the meantime, I 
cannot recommend highly enough a day at the Houghton Library to 
any Sherlockian passing through Boston. I assure you that your time – 
and I urge you to allot as much of it as possible – will not be misspent. 

Peter E. Blau

Bob Coghill, Archivist

Thomas Francis, Chair

Leslie S. Klinger, Secretary-Treasurer

Daniel Posnansky

Constantine Rossakis

Steven Rothman

Bill Vande Water, Archivist

Michael F. Whelan, Wiggins

BSI Trust Officers



You received this copy of For the Sake of the Trust: The 
Baker Street Irregulars Trust Newsletter because you 
are on the mailing list of The Baker Street Journal or 
are a member of the Baker Street Irregulars. If you 
are not interested in receiving further issues, or 
have any comments or suggestions, please contact:

Marshall S. Berdan, Editor
2015 Main Street

Glastonbury, CT 06033

Or send e-mail to:
editor@bsitrust.org

You can access links, current events, and back-
issues of the newsletter any time at our website:

www.bsitrust.org

8

The Cardinal Points
By Marshall S. Berdan, BSI

Rarely in this, our mutual line of play, do we get to announce 
real news, in this case, the recent “going live” of the BSI Archive 
finding aid.  But such is my rare privilege in this issue of the 
BSI Trust Newsletter.  And naturally, I want to make the most 
of it.  So I have made it the lead story, appealing to you – no 
doubt just as that one-legged news-vendor between the Grand 
Hotel and Charing Cross Station did regarding that murder-
ous attack upon Sherlock Holmes – to “read all about it.”

Yes, the BSI Trust has recently crossed a major thresh-
old and entered into a brave new world of public ac-
cessibility.  Sensational as that news is, it is hardly sen-
sationalism to publish it.  Accessibility, of course, has 
always been one of the Trust’s primary objectives, and 
I feel privileged – but claim absolutely no credit – for 
its coming to pass in the second year of my editorship.   

But as pleased as I am to relate that good news, there is also 
some old business to be caught up on, most notably bring-
ing our “Added to the Archives” and “Gifts to the Treasury” 
acknowledgements up to date.  Let it never be forgotten that 
the BSI Trust owes its origins, continued existence, and future 
success to the effort and gen-
erosity of dozens of past and 
present Sherlockians.  So with 
apologies for both the delay 
and the inevitable loss of the 
names of several equally de-
serving individuals between 
the cracks of time and edito-
rial transition, I draw your at-
tention - and appreciation - to 
these two lists of recent BSI 
Trust benefactors. Their merits 
should indeed have been pub-
licly recognized long before.  

And finally, what would a BSI Trust Newsletter be with-
out an appeal for additional care and feeding?  To that 
end, I am including a particularly timely and eloquent 
one from Peggy Perdue of The Arthur Conan Doyle Col-
lection at the Toronto Public Library.  As it both asserts 
and demonstrates, the BSI Trust is a large and sometimes 
amorphous community of international scholars dedicated 
to a singular end. But that collective end has many sepa-
rate beginnings, all of them from individuals such as you.

Finding Your 
Way to the 

Archives
Houghton Library
Harvard Yard, Cambridge, MA
Reading Room, 617-495-2441
MF Sat 9:00-5:00; TWR 9:00-7:00

(To obtain Special Collections Card)
Widener Library
Harvard Yard, Cambridge, MA
Library Privileges Office; Rm.130 
617-495-4166
MWF 9:00-5:00; TR 9:00-8:00; 
Sat 12:00-5:00

BSI Trust Web-Site Archive Link:

http://www.bsitrust.org/archive

To Access the Archive Directly:
oasis.lib.harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/deepLink?_coll

ection=oasis&uniqueId=hou02178

About this Newsletter

Marshall S. Berdan, BSI


