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"WHAT SHALL WE GIVE FOR IT"?

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE BAKER STREET IRREGULARS TRUST by Leslie Klinger, BSI

BSI PROJECT TAKES ITS FIRST SEVENTEEN STEPS by Sue Vizoskie, BSI

On March 3, 2007 the BSI Biography Project was officially launched with the mailing of
the BSI Biographical ~estionnaires to all Baker Street Irregulars. Within the first seven-
teen days, seventeen questionnaires were completed and returned. A coincidence? We con-
sider it to be a very good Sign of Four-tune. Since then there has been a steady stream of
questions about the questions and more completed questionnaires. In addition, several Ir-
regulars have volunteered to fill out questionnaires for deceased Irregulars, and others have
contributed significant memories and anecdotes about their deceased colleagues. We en-
courage all of you to contribute special anecdotes about deceased members of the BSI. And,
if you are an Irregular, please complete your ~estionnaire and submit it as soon as you can.
Perhaps you'll be number 221! If you have any questions, please contact either or Sue
Vizoskie at SVizoskie@ao1.com, or Julie McKuras at Mike9750@ao1.com or the mailing
address listed on page 4 of this publication.

"Time in its irresistible and ceaseless flow
carries along on its flood all created things
and drowns them in the depths of obscu-
rity.... But the tale of history forms a
very strong bulwark against the stream of
time, and checks in some measure its irre-
sistible flow, so that, of all things done in
it, as many as history has taken over it
secures and binds together, and does not
allow them to slip away into the abyss of
oblivion."-Anna Comnena (1080-1153)

As General Editor of the BSI History
Series, I have an intense interest in learn-
ing about the founding of the Sherlockian
"movement" in America, the Baker Street
Irregulars, and the many other societies
formed to "keep green" the memory of the
Master. My personal recollections of the
BSI only extend back to the mid-1980s.

Fortunately, there are others who have
longer tenures and are able to enlighten us
about events in which they participated.
To capture those priceless tales, the BSI
commenced interviewing selected Irregu-
lars, and has circulated to all Irregulars a
written questionnaire, designed to form a
biographical database.

Oral histories, however, depend on hu-
man memories and so are fallible and in-
complete. Tangible materia historica can
supplement these histories, spark recollec-
tions, and provide information about
events the participants in which are gone.
It is to collect and preserve this material
that the Baker Street Irregulars Trust ex-
ists.

Continued on Page 2

Peter Accardo of The Houghton

Library and BSI Trust archivist

Bob Coghill examine the

"Victorian Medal" certificate

made by Julian Wolff and pre-

sented to Colin Prestige.
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"WHAT SHALL WE GIVE FOR IT"? Continued from Page 1

"Ultimately, the

Trust archives

will provide a

vital link to

bygone days and

help stem the tides

of time. "

What is it that we want to collect and
preserve?

Correspondence by and between
Irregulars and other founders of
"Sherlockianism"

• "Official" communications from the
BSI

• Menus, programs and minutes of BSI
meetings (including organizing
committees ofBSI events)

• Toasts delivered at BSI functions
(which should be dated and signed)

• Speeches or talks delivered at BSI
functions

• Drafts of papers appearing in BSI
publications, including Baker Street
Journal articles

• Newspaper clippings, magazine articles
and recordings relating to the BSI

The Trust can also accept valuable
Sherlockian books which may be sold to

raise funds for the Trust. The Trust has a
cooperative relationship with the Sherlock
Holmes Collections of the University of
Minnesota, the Arthur Conan Doyle Col-
lection of the Toronto Metropolitan Ref-
erence Library, the Marylebone Library,
and the new Portsmouth collection, and
so does not actively seek editions of the
Sherlock Holmes Canon or scholarly
works unless the material has a direct bear-
ing on the history of the BSI or the Irregulars.
For example, a copy of A Study in Scarlet
presented to a prominent Irregular or a
scholarly work sponsored or published by
the BSI would be welcome additions to
the archive, as well as background mate-
rial relating to such items.

As material arrives, it is sorted, indexed,
and archived at the Houghton Library at
Harvard University. It is made available
not only to the editors of the History Se-
ries, for whom it is essential, but to all
scholars. Ultimately, the Trust archives
will provide a vital link to bygone days
and help stem the tides of time.

BAKER STREET IRREGULARS TRUST NEWS IN BRIEF

Pagel

Harvard's Houghton Library to Sponsor

Symposium and Exhibition to Celebrate

Arthur Conan Doyle's Sesquicentennial

in 2009

The year 2009 marks the 150th anniver-
sary of the birth of Arthur Conan Doyle.
To celebrate his life and works, Harvard's
Houghton Library will host a symposium
and mount a major exhibition to honor
the man whose enduring contributions to
the post- Victorian world include the
creation of modern detective fiction and
the genre's most famous literary charac-
ter, Sherlock Holmes. The symposium

will be held on Thursday, May 7,
through Saturday, May 9, 2009, and
will coincide with the opening of a ma-
jor exhibition at Houghton Li-
brary. The exhibition, which will run
from May 4, through August 15, 2009,
will feature rare books, manuscripts,
and ephemera from Houghton's collec-
tions, the archives of the Baker Street
Irregulars, and private collections.

Details on the symposium and exhibition
will be announced during the next year, so
please check this page periodically.

http://hc1.harvard .edullibraries/hough tonI
doyle symposium.html



••The Contents of the Bag ... "

ADDED TO THE ARCHIVES

Harold Billing's acceptance speech for the 2007 Morley-
Montgomery Award and a duplicate of the certificate.

Thomas Dandrew's toast to Mrs. Hudson given at the
2004 BSI Dinner.

Doug Elliott's toast to Mrs. Hudson given at the 2002
BSI Dinner.

Donald Izban's toast to Mycroft Holmes given at the
1998 BSI Dinner.

Jens Byskov Jensen's copies of correspondence with Mike
Whelan concerning the scion status of "Le Cercle de
Sherlock Holmes" in New Orleans as well as the first
dinner menu of that society ever to use the scion title.

Irving Kamil's "Stand With Me Here Upon the Terrace"
given at the 2007 BSI Dinner.

Jerry Kegley's toast to Mrs. Hudson given at the 2007
BSI Dinner.

Laurie King's presentation "Meeting Mr. Holmes" given
at the BSI 2007 Distinguished Lecturer series.

Kenneth Lanza's toast to Mrs. Hudson given at the 1985
BSI Dinner.

Jerry Margolin's toast to Mrs. Hudson given at the 2001
BSI Dinner.

Russell Merritt's presentation about Sherlock Holmes's
love oflearning given at the 1958 BSI Dinner.

Richard Olken's toast to the Second Mrs. Watson given
at the 2007 BSI Dinner.

Charles A. Meyer's toast to Sherlock Holmes given at the
2005 BSI Dinner.

Andrew Pecks's toast to an old Irregular, William Bar-
ing-Gould, given at the 1998 BSI Dinner.

Susan Rice's donation of the recording presented at the
July 2006 Silver Blaze at Saratoga. The recording was
provided by Sarah Montague. Susan also provided a copy
of the 2006 Springtime in Baker Street program

Barbara Roden's toast to Mrs. Hudson given at the 2006

BSI Dinner.

Betsy Rosenblatt's copy of the poem delivered at the 2007
BSI Cocktail party.

AI Rosenblatt's poems delivered at the 1990, 1991, 1992,
and 1993 BSI cocktail parties.

Steve Rothman's "Toast to an Old Irregular, Christopher
Morley" given at the 2007 BSI Dinner.

Regina Stinson's toast to Mycroft given at the 2007 BSI
Dinner.

Richard Sveum's toast to Mycroft Holmes given at the
2003 BSI Dinner.

Susan Vizoskie's toast to Sherlock Holmes given at the
2007 BSI Dinner.

Jerry Wachs's toast to Sherlock Holmes given at the 2004
BSI Dinner.

The lyrics to the song "Start Serving the Food," sung to
the tune "New York, New York," that was presented at the
2007 BSI Dinner.

The questions and answers for the ~iz Bowl conducted
at the 2007 BSI Dinner.

If you have a copy of a toast or presentation given at the
BSI Dinner or other BSI event, please contact:
Julie McKuras BSI
13512 Granada Ave.
Apple Valley, MN 55124
Or email atmike9750@ao1.com

The BSI Trust welcomes all monetary
gifts as well as material contributions to the
archives. ~estions regarding material contri-
butions to the archives should be directed to Glen
Miranker at Glen Miranker@BSITrust.org

Monetary donations should be sent to:

Constantine Rossakis, MD, BSI
162 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
Saddle River, NJ 07458-2804
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BSITTrust Officers
Glen S. Miranker, Co-Chair
Constantine Rossakis, Co-Chair
Michael F. Whelan, Wiggins
leslie S. Klinger, Secretary
Andrew G. Fusco
Daniel Posnansky
Steven Rothman
Julie McKuras, Newsletter Editor

With assistance from
Peter E. Blau, Special Advisor
Bob Coghill, Archivist
Bill Vande Water, Archivist

You received this copy The Baker Street
Irregulars Trust newsletter because you are on
the mailing list of The Baker Street Journa/or
are a member of the Baker Street Irregulars. If
you are not interested in receiving further
issues, or have comments and/or suggestions,
please contact

Julie McKuras
13512 Granada Ave.

Apple Valley, MN 55124

Or, send email to:
mckuras@bsitrust.orgs

Or
Mike9750@aol.com

The Trust is a special part of the Baker Street Irregulars, the literary society dedicated to the study of Sherlock Holmes and Dr.
Watson. The Trust is designed to collect, archive and preserve historical documents for the study of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sher-
lock Holmes and Dr. Watson, the Victorian world and the individuals and organizations like the BSIthat have devoted themselves
to such studies. The Trust has a special interest in preserving materials relating to the history of the BSI, its members and friends.

The Trust archive is located in the Houghton Library at Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The archival material
may be used by any qualified Sherlockian, subject to the normal rules and regulations of the library.

The Cardinal Points

I thought it would be simple for a well-known copying and mailing firm to print
and mail the previous newsletter. Their use of a lesser grade of paper than ordered
pales in comparison to the fact that they dropped one name, but not the accompa-
nying address, when converting my files to their system. The postal service returned
over 400 newsletters to me, many with notes that the addressee wasn't at that ad-
dress. That same well-known copying and mailing firm reprinted and mailed the
newsletter, so many people received two copies of the last issue, while others re-
ceived only the second mailing. 1'd like to thank all of the people who contacted
me just to make sure I had their address correct. Warren Randall suggested that
"Perhaps you could report it as the incident of the labels in the 'byte-time.'" Mike
Berdan, who wrote to tell me of the mailing problem, noted he was "glad to have
been of some service, even if only in tracking the widespreadness of that true and
persistent adventuress, Miss Communication." It probably comes as no surprise that
we've changed printing firms, and we should have better results with coming issues.

JuL~e McKuY'Cl.s, ASH, l;SI

About Donations to the Trust

The Trust seeks primary materials about the history of
the BSI and the Irregulars. These may consist of corre-
spondence, photographic and audio materials, manu-
scripts of historical documents, biographical material,
newspaper clippings and magazine articles. It can also
accept valuable Sherlockian books that may be sold to
raise funds for the Trust.

The Trust does not intend to create a collection that du-
plicates the Sherlock Holmes collections of the University
of Minnesota or the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection of
the Toronto Metropolitan Reference Library and so does
not actively seek editions of the Canon or scholarly works
unless the material has a direct bearing on the history of the
BSI or the Irregulars.

The Trust is a 501(c)(3) organization and contributions are
tax-deductible under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Code.

To deduct a non-cash donation of $5,000 or more, the donor
must arrange and pay for a qualified appraisal. Contributions
of $250 or more will be publicly acknowledged; for non-cash
items, however, tax regulations prohibit the Trust from ac-
knowledging the dollar value of the donation in this newsletter
or The Baker Street Journal.

The initial step in making a donation is to contact one of the
trustees. You can find contact information on the Baker Street
Irregulars Trust web site, www.bsit.org.

For a wealth of information, please visit the Baker Street Irregulars Trust on the web at www.bsit.org.

mailto:mckuras@bsitrust.orgs
mailto:Mike9750@aol.com
http://www.bsit.org.
http://www.bsit.org.
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